COPPER ALLOYS, BRONZE.
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For medals where fine relief is required a somewhat softer
alloy, containing less tin, is used.

Speculum metal derives its name from the fact that it was the
alloy employed for the manufacture of reflectors. Until com-
paratively recently it was used for telescope and other optical
reflectors, but these are now made of glass. Speculum -metal
contains 66'6 per cent, of .copper and 33-4 per cent, of tin, and
consists of the compound SnOu4. It is extremely hard, brittle,
white, and takes a very fine polish. The composition of well-
known telescope mirrors varies from 65 to 70 per cent, of copper,
the famous Ross reflector containing 68"21 per cent., and the
Birr Castle 70*3 per cent.
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, in order to withstand wear.
